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TH H E. following . \ (if ſuch it may | 1 called) — not to o that - 
perfection which 1 entitled to the praiſe of Criticiſm; nor eren 


to chat negative excellence which uſually averts its cenſure. 
8 WS S 4 NSaaid 3 Jas vs alia he to LIL 43 Ati 


The. charmy of Fame, in the preſent performance, dazzle not the 


— „ + 


eye of its author ; nor does the ſelf-inſpired confidence of Merit 
prompt him to publication. 


If, like a drop of rain falling into the Ocean, it cauſe no viſible 
augmentation to the approved Stock of Literature, the Public will 
ſuſtain no injury, and the author feel little diſappointment. Con- 
ſcious of having intended well, he will derive no mortification from 


Vanity chagrined, or Ambition dejected: but will ſtill continue to 
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compaſſionate thoſe neglected fellow Britons whoſe virtues and wretch- 
edneſs ſtimulated his pen. 
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Whatever may prove the fate of this little Bark, a more able and 
experienced artiſt might certainly form (of materials with which the 


a 2 Highlands 


iv 3 P R E F A CE. 


Highlands would ſupply him) a noble veſſel of much ſuperior mag- 
nitude and beauty - which might bear up againſt the dread waves of 
Criticiſm, and even defy the ravages of Time. 


If this humble effort tend but, in the ſmalleſt degree, to awaken a 
ſyinpathetic concern for the diſtreſſes of the virtuous people whoſe 
name it bears, in the boſoms of thoſe who are able to remove * 


every end and e will be anſwered to 


THE AUTHOR. 


IN T N o doe 


. is diſtinguiſhed by two grand diviſions denominated the Highlands, and Lowlands, 
The former diviſion and its inhabitants form the ſubje& of the following Poem, In the 
| peruſal of which to convince the reader that the diſtreſſes therein deſcribed, are not heightened by 
poetical licence, it may not be improper by way of Introduction, to aduce the authority of ſuch 
perſons as have already addreſſed the public on the ſubject. Doctor Anderſon (who was employed 
by Government to examine into the ſtate of the Hebrides) ſtrongly confirms the relations befbre 
given by others, of the melancholy poverty and depreſion of their inhabitants. 


& Theſe Iſlands,” ſays he, “ contain a numerous race of hardy and robuſt people, whoſe 
labour, if properly directed, might prove of great utility to the ſtate. Their number (including 
thoſe parts of Scotland where the inhabitants are in ſimilar circumſtances) cannot be fewer than 
five hundred thouſand ſouls; who being totally unacquainted with the benefits which reſult from 
that compacted ſtate of civil Society, in which individuals can, with eaſe, mutually give and 
receive reciprocal aid ; live, at preſent, in detatched ſolitary hamlets, in want of moſt of thoſe 
enjoyments which men who have lived in ſociety would think abſolutely neceſſary to exiſtence.---. 
In their ſituation, every man is not only obliged to dig and reap with his own hands the little field 
that is to furniſh bread to himſelf and family ; but, in many caſes, alſo to carry. home its pro- 
duce on his own ſhoulders, and to take out the manure to his field in the ſame manner, He muſt 


alſo make every neceſſary he wants himſelf, with tools of his own forming, 


« Thus are theſe people continually employed in an uninterrupted, and fruitleſs induſtry, which 
15 neither capable of freeing themſelves from want, nor of benefiting the ſtate. Hence, perſons, 
who obſerve very little more of their mode of life, ſave that they frequently deſert thoſe employ- 
ments which ſuch obſervers think would turn out profitable to them, raſhly conclude, that this 
proceeds from an unſteady diſpoſition, a difinclination to labour, and an inſuperable indolence of 
temperament. Contumely is thus added to oppreſſion, and the poor wretches are cruelly inſulted 
and abuſed, inſtead of beirg tenderly ſyrpathized with, cher ſned and ſupported, Yet tho' ſuffering, 
they complain not, but ſubmit to their hard fate with a patient reſignation,” 


To 


vi INTRODUCTION. 


To this extract from Dr. Anderſon, it may neither be improper nor n to ſubjoin others 
from Mr. Knox's «© View of the Britiſh Empire: a work replete with indefatigable reſearches, 
benevolence, and information.-----After particularizing the ſituation of the Hebride Iſles, this 
elegant writer ſeems to exchange the pen for pencil----Witneſs the following fine-drawn landſcape. 


% The face of the country, in this diviſion, exhibits one great maſs of rugged mountains, ap- 


pearing in all manner of directions, covered on the ſides with heath or natural woods, and on the 


higheſt ſummits with everlaſting ſnow. Theſe mountains are ſeparated from each other by vallies, 
fraths, or glens ; and in ſome places, by narrow deep chaſms, darkened with timber; through 
which the united tributary ſtreams of the ſurrounding mountains roll with great impetuoſity, till 
they vent themſelves into ſome inland lake ; but more frequently into the capacious __ formed by 
the Atlantic, on = one ſide ; or the Britiſh ſea on the other ſide of the iſland. 


« Such being the natural ſtate of the Highlands the ng parts capable of Agriculture are the 
vallies or glens around the baſes of the mountains: and theſe vallies having the ſun for a few hours 
only, vegetation advances ſlowly, and the harveſts are always late. The climate is equally diſ- 
couraging to the purpoſe of huſbandry. The Spring is bleak and piercing: the Summer cold and 
ſhort : the Autumn from the beginning of Auguſt, deluged with rains : the Winter long and tem- 
peſtuous. During the latter ſeaſon, the people are cut off from all communication with the low 
countries by deep beds of ſnow, impaſſable torrents, pathleſs mountains and moraſſes on one ſide z 
by long amd impracticable navigations on the other. | 


To theſe accumulated diſcouragements of nature, are added the oppreſſion, and ill-judged 
policy of many proprietors of thoſe ſterile regions. Where both ſoil and climate conſpire again 
the raiſing of grain in any conſiderable quantity; and where there are no markets, poſſibly within 
the diſtance of fifty miles, for the ſale of corn, and the leſſer articles of huſbandry, the farmer 
turns his attention chiefly to the grazing of a few cattle and ſheep, as the means whereby he expects 


to pay his rent, and ſupport his family. If therefore, his farm hath been raiſed at the rate of | 


30 per cent, while the price of cattle hath ſcarcely advanced one, this method ot improving eſtates 


(as the proprietors term it) furniſhes a high ſounding rent-roll, extremely pleaſing to human vanity ; i 
but which being founded upon oppreſſion, injuſtice aud folly, hath hitherto proved fallacious and | 


humiliating to all thoſe who have perſevered in the cruel — 


Upon the whole, the ſituation of theſe. pagle, inhabitants: of. Britain . 3s, ch: as no language 
can deſcribe or fancy conceive. If with great labour and fatigue the farmer raiſes a ſlender crop 
of oats and barley, the autumnal rains often baffle his utmoſt efforts, and fruſtrate all his expec- 
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INTRODUCTION. vii 


tations : and, inſtead of being able to pay an exorbitant rent he ſees his family in danger of 
periſhing during the enſuing Winter, when he is precluded from every poſſibility of afliſtance 
elſewhere. 


« Meanwhile, the fteward, hard preſſed by letters from the gaming houſe, or Newmarket, 
demands the rent, in a tone which makes no great allowance for unpropitious ſeaſons ; the death 
1 cattle, and other accidental misfortunes, 


— 


40 Such is the hard lot of the great body of — who inhabit a fifth part of our iſland. 
8 Neglected by Government: forſaken or oppreſſed by the Gentry: cut off, during moſt part of 
the year, by impaſſable mountains and impracticable navigations from the ſeats of Commerce, 
Induſtry, and Plenty: living at conſiderable diſtances from all human aid, without the neceſſaries 
of life, or any of thoſe comforts which might ſoften the rigour of their calamities.-----Upon the 
- whole, the Highlands of Scotland, fome few eftates excepted, are the ſeats of Oppreſſion, Po- 
verty, Famine, Anguiſh, and wild Deſpair ; exciting the pity of every traveller, while the 
virtues of the inhabitants attract his admiration. 


From this ne plus ultra of human depreſſion, we entertain a hope, however, that matters will 
_ revert into a contrary direction, under the auſpices of a benevolent Sovereign and Parliament, to 

whoſe humane, as well as political attention, that country and people are moſt humbly recom- 
_ mended.” | | 


ARGUME N I. 


Eulogium on England. The happineſs of its inhabitants does not preclude a 
ſympathetic concern for the diſtreſſes of others. With feelings Kale 4. 
theſe native of England would experience ar belolling a veel ar fome 
diftance from the Coaſt wrecked by a florm, the author contemplates the 
diftreſſes of the Higlanders. Their ſituation and diſpoſitions deſcribed: 
The oppreſſion and avarice which charatterize ſome of the proprietars 
of their farms reprebended. A digreſion, containing encomiums on the 
lenity and benevolence of the Duke of Rutland and Lord Dudley----- 
ſhort ſketches of the Vale of Belvoir and Himley-----evening-----and 
Louiſa, or the fatal effetts of Seduction, a tale. Guilt and Innocence 
contraſted. The latter the reward and protection of Howard in his 
dangerous benevolent enterprizes. His virtues applauded, and the im- 
mortality of his name predicted. Himley contraſted with ſcenes in the 
Highlands. The hardſhips of the Highlanders during the herring 
fiſhery at the commencement of winter. A pifture of miſery occaſioned 
by the ſhameful practice of impreſſing them in time of war. Their 

return home from the fiſhery, if left at liberty, not attended with thoſe 

ZI agreeable ſenſations which are generally experienced by a happier people. 


T- 


ARGUMENT. ix 
The reaſon. Their miſerable ſituation during winter. Their valour and 
and fidelity exemplified in their conduct towards the Pretender. A cau- 
tion againſt Prejudice; firengthened by the opinions of Lord Chatham 
and General Wolfe concerning them. Their honeſty illuſtrated by the 
infrequency of robberies and murders among them. Their duty to parents, 
Their hoſpitality to ſtrangers compared with that of Abraham and Lot 
to the angels,----- For theſe virtues Pity laments the abſence of temporary 


reward. She apoſtrophizes Government in their behalf; and concludes 


the poem with a prediction of the ſalutary effetts which this kingdom will 
derive from rendering them aſſiſtance. 
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« AH, little think the gay licentious proud, 7 . 
« Whom pleaſure, pow'r, and affluence ſurround; 
„They, who their thoughtleſs hours in giddy mirth, 
% And wanton, often cruel, riot waſte ; ; 
« Ah little think they, while they dance along, 
„How maay feel, this very moment, death, 

% And all the ſad variety of pain 

« How many pine in want: How many drink 
« The cup of Grief, or eat the bitter bread 

« Of Miſery.----8ore pierc'd by wintry winds, 

« How many ſhrink into the ſordid hut 

« Of chearleſs Poverty „% „ „% 
« How many, rack'd with honeſt paſſions, droop 
t In deep retir'd diſtreſs. How many ſtand = 

« Around the death-bed of their dea; eit friends, 
* And point the parting anguiſh.----Thought, fond man, 
« Of theſe, and all the thouſand nameleſs ills 

« That one incefſant ſtruggle render life,. 

« One ſcene of toil, of ſuff ring and of fate, 

« Vice, in his high career would ſtand appall'd, 
« And heedleſs rambling Impulſe learn to think; 
« The conſcious heart of Charity wou'd warm, 
„ And her wide wiſh Benevolence dilate ; 

« The ſocial tear wou'd riſe, the ſocial ſigh; 
And into clear perfection, gradual bliſs, 

« Refining ill, the ſocial paſſions work.” 


THOMSON. 
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HIGHLANDERS, 


A 7 - 


8 E in a genial Iſle, the ſeat of Peace, 
Of blooming Science and unrival'd Arts 3 


Where Freedom, like a fair luxuriant tree, 


Spontaneous grows, with golden fruits, unknown 


To other climes :-----In ſuch a gifted land, 


Shall mortals murmur, and an envious eye 


bs. L 
1 
2 


Glance into diſtant realms? Shall Britiſh ſouls 


Sigh to degen rate neath an Indian palm ? | | Z 
3% To loſe their native fire midſt Gallia's ſons, 
In vineyards bland and aromatic ſcenes ? 


D 1 Lo! 


4 THE HIGHLANDER 
Lo! on her happy plains, by tow'ring oaks 
Emboſs'd, and with perennial 6 cloth'd, 
BRITANNIA's flocks and ſleeky herds appear. 

Down her capacious vales, with devious courſe, 

Her rivers glide; and, in their ſilver waves, 
laverted woods and cultur'd hills diſplay. 

In her moſt rugged haunt ſome charm ſhe holds 5: 

In walks ſequeſter'd moſt ſome rural grace. 

Thro' all her peopled ſcenes commercial Hope 

And Female Beauty ſhine : While, from her throne, 
The Virtues (like the ſtreams which bear her ſtores 
To ev'ry part of her illuſtrious ule) 
Into the boſoms flow of all mankind.. 


But is there one of all her num'rous es. 
So highly favour'd, and ſo bleſt by heav'n, 
Who mounted on her white ahd lofty ſteeps, 
Which brave the daſhing wave or foaming ſurge- 
That roars indignant at their ſhelving feet 3 
Say, is there one who, ſtation'd there, can view. 
An angry ſtorm, remote, burſt o'er the maſt 


Of ſome devoted ſhip, without a pang ? 
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A FF O E M. 
No-----he will lift a pleading eye to heav'n, 
Will clans each gale with ſympathetic ſighs, 
And ſwell the ocean with his pious tears. 
Nor is a piteous anguiſh all the means 
His heart wou'd tender inks ſuff rers cauſe ; 
Swift o'er the billowy deep his aid wou'd launch 
To fave them from the dark relentleſs vo 


Uprear'd to whelm them in its cold embrace. 


Nor can the humbleſt of her tuneful train 
A kindred Kingdom's dire diſtreſſes view 
Without a kindred tear. He can behold 
Another nation happy, and derive 
Exalted tranſports from the pleaſing ſight : 
But he cou'd never arm with Stoic Pride, 
Nor ſteel with Cruelty, a feeling heart 


Againſt a brave and virtuous People's woes. 


Where CaLeDonia's weſtern mountains rear 
Their lofty ſummits, crown'd with laſting ſnow, 


There lives-----ſay rather, languiſhes, a race, 


Whoſe 


IS. THE WICACANDERS, 
ty Whoſe boſoms (undebas d by Vice's train) 
Boaſt each affection that ennobles man. 
vet are they doom d to till a chearleſs Win 
Which ſparely feels the Sun! 8 enliv ning wy; 
Too oft to ſee their labour's meed deftroy'd 
By Dearth-producing ſtorms. To! theſe dire ills, 
To rig'rous clime and inauſpicious tkies, 1 
Oppreſſion, baleful, with an hell-born ſoul, th 
Adds wretchedneſs more dire. Her ſchedule baſe 
(Where Mammon and Injuſtice are colleagu'd) 
With ſupercilious air ſhe wide unfurls, 
And thence confirms her*arbitrary claim. 


Unheard, plead Poverty and honeſt Truth; 


Expoſtulating Reaſon's voice is loſt, 


And deludg'd fields upbraid and preach in vain, 


O happy they ! whoſe herds and flocks enjoy 


Fair Belvcir's ſpacious vales, for ever green, 


There juſt Humanity delights to ſtray 


| For ever ſmiling to a RuTLAnD's eye. 


| 8 5 With 


— 


6 £m BM Ar 7. 
With beauteous Pity, his celeſtial mate: 
While, at their guileleſs feet, with placid face, 
And bluſhing with the roſcate tints of eve, 
Old Trent aſſembles all his infant ſtreams ;- 
Protracting, by meanders many” and wild, 


His deſtin'd courſe tow'rds Ocean's wide expanſe. 


* 


And happy they! who till the fertile plains 
Which claim a gen'rous Duprkv for their Lond : 
Whoſe laughing harveſts wave, like ſeas of gold, 
Round Himley's lofty groves.-----There wanders Taſte 
Enamour'd, and a new Elyſium views 
In ev'ry devious lawn. There Nature's ſmile 
Blends into Elegance unwonted charms, 

And ſpreads Enchantment thro the ſpacious ſcene, 
Full in the ſoften d view the village ſpire 

(Whence, ſadly ſweet, in meaſur'd notes and ſlow, 
The ſimple peals falls on the liſt ning ear) 

Points to the marbled canopy of heav'n. 


There too, lodg d peaceful mid incumbent trees, 


Riſes 
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Riſes ſome chimney'd cot, whence cotumns grey 
Of vap'rous ſmoke in curling forms aſcend : 
While, flow 2 in his fliming car 

Down CamsR1a's diſtant hills, th' imperial Sun 


Sinks, curtain'd round with clouds of various hue. 


Now wings the beetle her uncertain flight, 


And hums along the glade.-----Now the ſoft hour 


When rural lovers plight their tender vows, 


And hold ſweet converſe of approaching bliſs.----- 


Are all from baſe Diſſimulation free? 


Did ne'er BRITANNIA's DauGHTERs heave the ſighs 


Of injur'd love and confidence abus'd ? 


—-Alas! Louiſa, let thy hapleſs fate 
Speak for the Muſe the melancholy truth: 


Let thy ſad tale, oft told but never ſung, 
Teach Woman caution and admoniſh Man. 


Louiſa bloom'd the faireſt of that ſex, 


Heav'n's lovlieſt gift to man ; as blooms the roſe 


Th' unrival'd queen of Flora's beauteous train. 


Unknown 
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Unknown to Guilt, ſhe was to Care 3 
And happy as the unſuſpecting lamb 

Devoted ſoon at Lux'ry's ſhrine to bleed. 

A ſolitary parent's eve of life 

To gild with fliaJuty was the taſk 


Her heart beſt lov'd ;----and, from his failing eye, 


| Delight ſhe found tranſcending all the charms 


Of titled Grandeur, or the wealth of mines. 
When faithful Mem'ry, in her faultleſs form, 
Trac'd the fair part ner of his wedded days, 
The tender 888 wou'd riſe, and down his cheek, 


Deep-worn with Age, wou'd fall the pious tear. 


Oft, 1n theſe tributes to departed worth, 


Louiſas ſoul, congenial wou'd unite : 

Then, for a Father's peace, ſoon wou'd her face 
The placid ſmile reſume, and ſteal his griefs 

From his too gentle breaſt Their ev'ning hours, 
Tranſient as perfumes on a dewy breeze, 


With downy pinions wing'd away ſerene. 


Her ſkilful hand now wak d the flumb'ring ſtrings 
-C | To 
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To harmony ; while, from her ſweeter tongue, 
Low-warbling, iſſued ſome accordant ſtrain. 
Now, on the ſnowy veſt, wou'd fancy form, 

The roſe-bud op'ning on its moſly ſtem ; 


The drooping harebell, and the pointed leaves 
Of jaſmine ſcatter'd with a careleſs grace. 


He, ſeated near her, wou'd th'. important truths. 
Of nd lore inculcate and unfold :- ; 
Wou'd trace th' hiſtoric, or poetic page, 
The comic, or the melting tragic ſcene, 

To raiſe the ſmile of pleaſantry, or „ | 


The glowing heart with Miſry's piteous tale. 


In mutual harmony and ſocial bliſs, 
Retir'd in one of Nature's faireſt haunts, 


Thus paſs'd the moments of their rural lives. 


But Virtue oft is doom d to meet the ſhaft N 
Of fell Misfortune and heart-piercing Woe: 


For, in a luckleſs hour, Louiſa's charms 8 
Met 


C I 
Met youn g Hilario's gay laſcivious eye. 
Form'd in a mould that gave to ev ry limb 
A fair proportion; he, in manners ſoft, 


Inſinuating, cou'd his ſex's wiles 


Too well conceal. Baſe adulation flow /d 
smooth from his lips; while ew ry art combin d 


To weave a ſnare for her unguarded heart. 


In happy hour (by him ſo falſely deem d) 


The faireſt gem that decks the female breaſt 


Waſted its luſtre, and its beauty loſt 


Within his tainting arms,----Deſpoil'd, ſhe ſeem'd 


A lovely dew-bent flow'r, at early dawn 
Pluck'd from its ſtem to grace a tyrant's breaſt, -=-- 
Awhile to languiſh,-----then, like ſome vile weed, 
To be neglected, ſcorn'd, and caſt away. 


Peace, inſtantaneous, from her boſom fled ; 


For Peace dwells not with Guilt :----and far, with Peace, 
| e 


Fled the ſeducer rude, nor e'er return'd. 
Her beauteous eyes, bent earthward, weeping ſought 
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The lonelieſt ſcenes. Oft, on Hilario's name, 
His perjur'd name ſhe call'd ; while ceaſeleſs ſighs 
Swell ' d the light veil that deck'd her ſnowy breaſt. 
-----But who can paint a Parent's deep diſtreſs, 
When, hating life, his only bleſſing left 

His much below d Louiſa, from her ſhame, 
| Took fatal refuge in a neighb'ring ſtream ? 
The melancholy cauſe her trembling hand Th 
Left told in language of inſane temorke ; | 


A ſad memorial, ſtain'd with many a tear. 


Thus, by ſome gale, ſurcharg'd with latent death, 
The bloſſom'd tree, iGnantiei of its pride, 
 $ickens, dejected, thro' the waning year, 

And in the wint'ry blaſt untimely falls. 


Swift (an affecting leſſon for her ſex) 
Thro' ev'ry clime her mournful ſtory flew. 
Hilario hears appall'd ; tho' Faſhion's glare 
Dazzles his view, and woos his viſcious ſoul 
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To pleaſures falſe :----avenging Guilt diſpels 
The viſionary train ; and-drives him far | 
From native country, and condemning friends. 
But what can Flight avail the wounded mind ? 
Its own dread Horrors it can never ſhun,---- 


Its own dark Fears portending future woe. 


While Innocence a ſource of rapture finds, 
Exhauſtleſs as the glorious font of day, 
In her own boſom : ſubject to no change 
From change of climate or capricious Fate. 
Tho' Earth, and Sea, and Air, in warring ſtrife, 
Blend all their horrors in a midnight ſtorm, 
And turn Confuſion looſe on Nature's works---- 
With her is ſunſhine and a perfect calm. 
Whether an exile to the frozen realms 
Of wild Siberia, clad in robes of Snow; | 
Or whether panting on the Lybian ſhore---- 
The ſmile of Heav'n dawns bright upon her mind ; 
Tempers the blaſt ; or, like the ſummer dew 

(Falling 
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(Falling at Even on ſome languid flow'r) 

Refreſhes and enlivens.— TREE it cheers, 

Immortal HowAR D! in the dungeon's gloom,---- 
Beams on thine heart, and round thy ſacred form 

An influence ſheds, impervious to the breath 

Of livid Peflence, Death's dread compeer. 

At thy approach the waſting Demon ſtays 

Her baleful conqueſts ; yielding to the pow't 

That terminates her fell, unpeopling, reign; 


And cherub Health reſumes her milder ſway. 


From cell to cell, through each infected clime 
Unwearied, flies thy ſalutary aid, 
Deſpiſing Danger, and the low-born Thought 
That makes Religion Hatred ; * and inflames 
Her blinded Vot'ries with fanatic zeal. 


For Thee ſome loftier Muſe a laureate wreath 


Shall weave ; which, in Humil:ty's deſpite, 


That makes Ambition Virtue.” 


SHAKESPEARE'S OTHELO, 


Shall, 
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Shall, in the Temple of oral Fame, 


Encircle, blooming, thy benignant brow. 


While Sculpture vainly pants in Thee to live 
Till Nature's ſelf expire, th' unfetter'd Bard 
Shall charm remoteſt Ages with a ſong, 

And, with thy Name, their Emulation fire.. 


In Himley's ſacred ſhades a youthful Muſe 
To thee attunes this unambitious Lay, 
An humble off ring to a godlike mind 
Here mounts th' enraptur'd ſoul beyond all bounds 
Of WORE frailty £ borne to Nature's Gop 
On Meditation's wing.----A deepen'd ſhade 
Broods in th' umbrageous venerable oaks, 
Where reigns a ſolemn ſtilneſs ; undiſturb'd; 
Save by the minſtrels of the ſylvan ſcene. 


How drear the proſpect of the Highland wilds 
To ſuch retirement Now the Muſe's taſk 


To mark the contraſt of the diſtant ſcene, 
| And 
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And chronicle a catalogue of woes. 

Cheerleſs, ſhe views the dank and lurid vales, 

Left matted with their prone and delug'd crops, 

Like turbid ſhoals by whirling river form'd. 
Awe-ſtruck, ſhe hears the tempeſt's hollow roar, 
Mingled with ſounds from mountain torrents borne. 
Shudd' ring, ſhe ſees a patient ſuff ring race 

Of friendleſs mortals quit their oY ſheds, | 

And launch, in crazy barks, o'er ſeas unknown, 

The wintry fry to capture : oft unbleſt 

With other ſtore for their adyentrous cruiſe 


Than mealy food and water from the ſpring. 


Their heaths ſupply them with a ruſhy bed, 


Expos'd alike to Tempelſt-driven rains; | | ff 


To chryſtallizing froſt and fleecy ſnow. - 


— n r . — * 
— Pere 8 
1 


Thus trimm'd, o'er faithleſs rocks (which darkling lurk 
Below the changeful ſurface of the deep, 
And mock the fury of the tyrant form) 
Their courſe they ſteer. The ſhoaly tribes full oft 
| Evade 
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Evade their nightly * ſearch, and long refuſe 
To be encompalſs'd in their meſhy ſnares. 


But perſevering Induſtry prevails, 


And draws them captive to the fatal air: 
Where, idly, with elaſtic force they bound 


Contorſive----gaſp----and ſoon, convuls'd, expire. 


Theſe ſtor'd ſecurely for ſome diſtant mart, 
The refluent tide conducts them to the ſhore, 
Too oft (when deſolating War demands) 
To be enflav'd ; and, with tyrannic force, 
Dragg'd to Seien foes ne er prov'd their own. Þ 
-----Diſgrace to Freedom, and to Britain's laws, 
Which brook ſuch deeds inhuman ! Juſtice, rous'd, 
Invokes upon them the dread auith of heav'n, 
And regiſters, in characters of tears 
Caught from AMiction's eye, the woes they bring. 
Weeping, ſhe paints the wife, of mate bereft, 


D 


i 


Secking 


The time when they are uſually caught. + SeeKnox's © View of the Highlands.“ 
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Seeking a caſual dole from door to door : 

One infant in her arms (on which the eye 

Paternal never beam'd) clings to her breaſt 

But ill attir'd from cold and lawleſs gaze: 

e lodg'd unſeemly at bes back, 

Mingles its plaintive ſorrows with the wind: 

While "XY copartners of a priſtine birth, 

(Preſſing with blood-ſtain'd feet the pointed ſtones---- 
Their lips all trembling and empurpled deep) 

Look up to meet a mother's ſtreaming eyes, 


And vainly ſtrive to ſooth her troubled ſoul. * 


With Day's extreme her toilſome wand'rings cloſe. 
When, ſlow retiring with her orphan train 


To ſome deſerted cot or dreary cave, 


She folds them ſhiv'ring in her widow'd arms, 


Then links, enfeebled, on the Earth's cold lap : 

Where long ſhe ſits a ſpectacle of woe, 
»Dealing the morſels Charity beſtow'd, 

Unconſcious where to find to-morrow's fare. 


See Frontiſpiece. 
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Thus hies the bird (whoſe mate, by baſe decoy, 
Is ſever'd from her love) at duſky eve, 
To feed her callow brood, and waſte in grief 


The live-long night, nor wiſh return of morn. 


But what, if War calamities like theſe 
Fail to this woe devoted race to bring, 

And they, returning from their wintry toils, 
Are hail'd by N on their 2 8 ſnores? 
* ----Alas ! no joyous thoughts of blazing fire,--- 

Of ev'ning's genial 2 8 and balmy reſt, 
Tranſport their fouls. Anticipation ſweet 

Of bliſs domeſtic never wakes the ſigh 

Of extacy; nor ſteals th enraptur'd tear 

From a fond father's eye.----His partner's cares; 
His children's various wants aſſail his breaſt, 


And agonize each tender feeling there. 


Worn with fatigue, and faint, he ſtays his ſtep, - 
And, leaning on his truſty ſtaff, awhile 
D 2 Contemplates 


26 THE HIGHLANDERS, 
Contemplates Life — its pleaſurs and its woes. 

To him it's pleaſures few ; and, like the charms 

Of Iris ſeated on her ſhadowy car, 

Theſe unſubſtantial, evaneſcent, falſe.---- 


Its 2eves (a ruthleſs train !) he then begins 


A ſtorm's loud clamours call him, and conſtrain 
His feet to perſeverance.----/'Numb'd with cold, 

O'er trackleſs hills, they falt'ring bear him on ; 
Till, from ſome rock's ſtupendous height, he ſees 
His lowly manſion in the neighb'ring vale 
Envelop'd deep W ſnow. The threſhold gain'd, 
He meets, indeed, a conjugal embrace, 

The pledge of love ſincere ;----but oh ! too ſoon 
His brighten'd eye is ſullied with diſtreſs, | 
Conducted by a mother's tearful look 


To where his child expires ! *-----Deep gulphs of ſnow 


A tyrant 


* This concern, where human Wants and Miſeries are ſo accumulated, tome, perhaps, may 
m 1.0probable 3, but ty thoſe wic, like the author, are accuſtomed (in a profeſſional capacity) 


to 
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A tyrant Winter, borne on howling ſtorms, 
Has fix d between his loftier + abode 
And Lowland Gnas Of needful aid depriv'd, 
And needful food,----he ſeeks his vagrant herds 
Thro' pathleſs fetis, and far-extending wilds, 


To lead them to his miſerable home. 


One roof of mould'ring turf, or be ſtraw, 
Thus ſhields a tender wife, an offspring large, 
And a ſmall famiſh'd herd from frowning ſkies, 
One diet ſerves them all---the meal of grain, 
Blighted or mildew'd by inclement ſhow'rs ; 


Nor that to fulneſs.-----This the wretched fare 
Of family and brute !----ſfaye when their blood, 


'Thro' pun&tur'd vein the gen'rous cattle yield, 


 Depriv'd by Famine of their milky ſtore. 

With 
to viſit the wretched abodes of Penury : and who, like him too, have frequently witneſſed the 
bitterneſs of parcntal anguiſh over an expiring infant, however extreme their poverty to fuch, 


the above will appear no inconſiſtent proof of the amazing ſtrength of natural aſſection, 


+ i. e. lofty, compared with the Lowlands. 
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| 

' With this---with blood ! the miſerable pair 

| | 

Silence the plaints of importuning Want 

Among their infant charge.*-----Unnat'ral food ! 


But what will not the Life-corroding worm 


— 8 , — 


Of Hunger make its prey he vital ſtream, 
There, from another's meagre frame, it draus, 


T' invig'rate that juſt ebbing in its own, 


ll 3 Thy es thus, Ambition ! meanly great, 
By Pride impov'riſh'd, and by Vice undone, 

 Wau'd treat their Country. Her enfecbled State, 

| | Which long- protracted deſolating wars 

Have drain d to ſickneſs, they wou'd joy to ſee 


In deeper ruin fall, exanimate: 


| { | Heedleſs tho Faction ſhake her bulwark down; 5 
| Loki Heedleſs 
| | Mr. Knox, ſpeaking of the pitiable condition of their cattle, ſays,----** In ſummer they pick 


up a ſcanty ſupport among the moraſſes, or heathy mountains; but, in winter, when the grounds 
are covered with ſnow, and when the naked wilds afford neither ſhelter nor ſubſiſtence, the 
few cows, ſmall, lean, and ready to drop down thro' want of paſture, are brought into the 
| hut where the family reſides ; and frequently ſhare with them the ſmall ſtock of meal which has been | 
1 purchaſed or raiſed for the family only: while the cattle, thus ſuſtained, are bled, occaſionally, to 
afford nouriſhment fur the children, after it has been boiled or made into cakes. 

| See View of the Highlands, page 122. 
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Heedleſs tho' Majeſty itſelf expire, 
$0 they but profit by the gen'fal wreck. 


Not ſuch the nobler children of the North. 


They love their Country with a filial mind, 
Tho deſolate and drear. Their Chieftain's name 


Wakes them to arms, and calls an ardor forth, 
Which direſt ills and dangers cannot damp, 

Nor ought but Death ſubdue.----Witneſs the time 
When Charles, miſguided youth ! Britannia's throne 
Strove, with a perſevering zeal, to mount, 

Which threw a luſtre o'er a baſe empriſe. 

The dread of armies, diſciplin'd and prov'd 

On hoſtile ſhores, ne'er ſhook tha hardy ſouls ; 
Their prince they honour'd, and for him they bled : 
Happy to bleed, in what they glorious deem'd, 

A rightful Cauſe They whom the peſt of War, 
Or arm of Juſtice ſpar'd, to their ſad homes, 

Their Highland huts retir'd,---to count with ſighs 


: Tho 
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The loſs of kindred, and lament the day 


They left their mountains to regain a throne. 


There too retir'd their vanquiſh'd Chief; ſecure 
Een mid thoſe his project had deceiv'd, 
Tho' poor and wretched. His FER ſafe 
Kept by Fidelity, and found by Love, 


Was inacceſſible alike to Threat 
Portending Death with all his terrors arm'd, 
And Bribe, with ev'ry charm of proffer'd gold. * 


Bat 


The Fidelity of the Highlanders would appear incredible to Chriſtians and Philoſophers of 
more happy climates, were it not fully authenticated by the experience of many ages. Among 
a variety of inſtances the following may be depended on ——g̈ Hector Mackintoſh, having, in 1527, 
carried fire and ſword through the lands of the Murrays and Ogilvies, fled immediately from the 
hand of Juſtice. Two hundred of his followers were hanged : and ſuch was their Fidelity, even 
in a bad cauſe, that, though each of them was ſeperately offered his pardon, if he would diſcover 
where Hector was concealed, yet all of them rejected the condition, and ſubmitted to their fate. 

5 

A more ſtriking inſtance, if poſſible, of their Fidelity happened after the battle of Culloden. - 
When the young Pretender found fafety during five months among theſe people, though perſonally 
known to ſome hundreds of the loweſt ranks, and though a reward of hirty 1her-ſand pounds had 
been offered to any perſon who would deliver him up: yet they not only rejected this immenſe ſum 
with diſdain ; but alſo hazzarded their lives in collecting proviſion and linen fur his uſe, while the 
| Highlands and the Hebride iſles were over-run with ſoldiers in purſuit of him. 


See Knox's View, &c. 
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But let not Party's demon, Prejudice, 
Which, with an eagle-eye, can ſpy a flaw 
In what it diſapproves ; elſe, like a mole, : 
Blind, and content with 3 : let her not 
Sneering confeſs thaw faithful as they're brave 
Then mar th' eulogium with a poiſon'd ſhaft---- 


That Rebels ſuch are dangerous Allies.” 


Not fo illuſtrous CuaTuam. Party rage | 
Ne'er ſway d his tongue; nor warp'd that noble mind 
Which, like the ſun, enlighten'd all the world. * 
E | — A 


* „ truſted, exclaimed Lord Chatham in Parliament, “to the mountains of the North, to 
carry on the moſt extenſive War in which England has ever been engaged.” 


«« This was the declaration of the ableſt, moſt impartial, and diſintereſted Miniſter of the age; 
one who had penetration to diſcern, candour to acknowgledge, and honeſty to reward merit: 
whoſe elevated mind knew no diſtinction to country or people, no narrow partialities ; but, in 
every reſpect, was eminently qualified for the great purpoſes of uniting more cloſely this wide 
extended empire, by a generous diffuſion of reciprocal benefits and privileges, throughout the 
various branches of which it was compoſed, 


«« Till the days of that Great Man the intrinſic value of the Highlanders, like the diamond in 
the mine, remained in obſcurity. Some obſtructions removed, they ſhone forth at once a 


tractable, uſeful, people; who might one day prove a conſiderable acquiſition to the commerce, 
| a3 
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+ THE HIGHLANDERS, 


| — Worx beheld their bold intrepid lines 


For Albion's ſake, to victory or death, 
March dauntleſs on :----and Galic phalanxes, 
Into diſorder thrown at their approach, 


Exclaim'd----* Beware ! the Engliſh Lions come.” * 


Nor claim they leſs the Muſeꝰs praiſe when Peace 
Her olive ſceptre ſways, than while entroop'd, 
And animated with the glorious flame | 


Of thund'ring War. No lurking robber there, 


Bent 


as well as to the internal ſtrength of Britain,” Knox, 


What the Father had in contemplation for the mutual advantage of them and his Country, it is 
to be hoped his equally eminent and valuable Son, Mr. Pitt, will, by the exertion of his uncom- 
mon abilities, carry into completion. To place him, at his preſent age, upon an equality with his 
venerable Father, who was confeſſedly one of the firſt of men, is beſtowing praiſe as juſt as it is 
great. The compariſon drawn by Virgil between Iilus and /Eneas----/equitur Patrem non paſſibus 
&quis, would, in the preſent inſtance, be very inapplicable. Neither are we authorized to parody 
Mr. Sherlock's expreſſion on SHaxEsPEARE ; and ſay that, Nature made CH AT HAM and then 
broke the mould : For, to the political ſyſtem ſhe has given another O HATHAM ; though, perhaps, 


in the poetical, ſhe may neuer permit to ſhine another SHAKESPEARE. 


* « In rapid marches and ſudden attacks, the Highlanders are unequalled.----During a long 
march, a regiment of theſe men keeps up with the cavalry. If a diſtant coaſt is invaded, or a 
poſt in danger, the Highlanders are collected at an hour's notice. They ſet off, and continue their 
march with incredible ſwiftneſs, leaving all other troops panting and breathleſs far behind. The 
French tremble at the ſight of them, calling out- The Engliſh Lions.“ 

Knox. 
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Bent upon plunder, takes his nightly round; 
No murd' rer dooms a hls eye to lave 

A mangled huſband : * and no wayward ſon, 
To Ruin borne along on Folly's tide, 


Untimely bows a parent's hoary head 15 


With ſorrow to the grave, No: theſe are deeds 
Nurtur'd in climes leſs rude. The barren North 
Diſdains their produce, and wou'd rather ſee 
Dejected Innocence in tatter'd plaid, 

Sit on his naked cliffs, with trickling tears 
Waſhing their flinty ſides, than crimes ſo baſe 
Shou'd ſtain the annals: of his wild domain. 


There too, in all her ancient charms attir d, 
Dwells Hoſpitality, convivial maid! 

And bids a ſtranger welcome, At her door, 
(When Poverty forbids not) with a bowl 


Or cleanly pitcher, filld with bev'rage ſweet, 
Ks -: 


* «There is not a murder committed in the Highlands once in ſeven years; and robberies upon 


the road are unknown. 


Knox. 
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She, unintreated, takes her friendly ſtand, 


The toil- worn trav ler on his way to cheer, * 


Thus, erſt, © the Friend of God,” in Mamre's plains, 
Regal'd his angel-gueſts. A ſpreading tree 
Shaded th' immortal ſtrangers while they deign d 
Freely to ſhare the ſimple gen'rous meal. 
And thus did Lot, ere Sodom's guilty ſons 
(Devoted to th' avenging wrath of heav'n) - 


Beheld their city one wide waſting flame. 


Such various worth diſtinguiſhes thoſe ſcenes 
Where Nature ſickens; and from which the eye | 
Of 
* « Kindneſs and Hoſpitality poſſeſs the people of theſe parts. We ſcarce paſſed a farm, but 


the good woman (long before our approach) ſallied out, and ſtood by the road, holding out to us 
a bowl of milk or whey.”? | 


PennaxNT. 


«« It need not, I ſuppoſe, be mentioned that in countries ſo little frequented as the Highlands, 


chere are no houſes where travellers are entertained for money. He that wanders about theſe wilds, 


either procures recommendations to thoſe whoſe habitations lie near his way ; or, when night and 
wearineſs come upon him, takes the chance of general hoſpitality. If he finds only a Cottage, he 
can expect little more than ſhelter ; for the Cottagers have little more for themſelves : but if his 
good fortune brings him to the reſidence of a Gentleman, he will be glad of a ſtorm to prolong his 
ſtay,” 


JoansoxN. 


+ Gen. Ch. 18. and 19. 


—= 


A POEM. 29 
Of Pity, rais'd to Admiration, turns 
Tearful aſide, to aſk ſuch worth's reward. 
And is there none,” impatient ſhe demands, 
. No cheering meed for virtues great as theſe 
On this ſide heav'n ?----Say, like delinquents baſe, 
e Doom'd by their Country's laws to ceaſeleſs toil, 


« Muſt they the load, the pond'rous load ſuſtain 


Of human ills adown Life's vale of tears, 


« Till Death, ſole comforter, ſhall bid them find 


« Reſt from their labours in a peaceful grave ? 
* Muſt each revolving Winter 860 them left, 
« Like worthleſs weeds, to periſh in his blaſt ; 
« To pine and inguith; like the wretched flocks 


« His ſnows impriſon in their mountain cells? * 


© Forbid 


The ſheep, being left upon the open heaths, ſeek to ſhelter themſelves from the inclemency 
of the weather among the hollows upon the lee-fide of the mountains. Here they are frequently 
buried under the ſnow for ſeveral weeks together ; and in ſevere ſeaſons during two months or 


upwards, T hey eat there own and each other's zvo0l, and hold out wonder fully under cold and SY 


ger; but, even in moderate winters, a conſiderable number are generally found dead, after the 


ſnow has diſappeared ; and, in rigorous ſeaſons, few or none are left alive.“ 


Knox. 
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30 THE HIGHLANDER 8. 
Forbid it, Mercy ! and prevent it You ! 

Who, at a Nation's helm as pilots ſtand, 

* To guard her from the rocks and adverſe gales, 


Which threaten danger to her gen'ral weal. 


0 Compaſſion | 18 your Country 8 attribute. 
&* A kind celeſtial principle that beams _ 
e In all her children's eyes. And {hall thoſe eyes, 


e Whence flows a tear for ev'ry ftranger's tale 


(If fraught with genuine woe) with heedleſs gaze, 
« Behold a Siſter-Kingdom's wretchedneſs ? 


“But, if Compaſſion, o'er ideal griefs, 


© Be doom'd to weep at Theatres alone, 


« Let Intereſt rouſe you to redreſs their wrongs. 
« Or don that * Land, which Britiſh armies ſtrove, 
In vain, to teach Allegiance, will poſleſs. 
«* Thoſe Highland Warriors, whoſe immortal Sires 
« Wak'd 


America: To prove that this apprehenſion is by no means chimerical or without foundation, 
the Reader is humbly refered to Mr. Knox's ( View of the Britiſh ranch a work to which 


ie Author of this Poem is much indebted for information. 


K :Q- BM 
« Wak'd Offian's Muſe of Fire.-----O perſevere 


To ſmooth the rigours of their hapleſs ſtate ! 


* Releaſe them from Oppreſſion's galling yoke ; 


* On all their coaſts bid Commerce ſhed its ſmiles ; 


% Thro' all their iſlands Culture's aid extend, 

* To chear their toil and ſoften Nature's frown : 
* Then, as the Stork ſupports his aged ſire, 
Their grateful arms ſhall, in th' embattled field, 
*« Untarniſh'd, ſuccour old Britannia's cauſe ; 

<« Shall ſpread her glory thro' remoteſt worlds, 


And ſhare her triumphs to the end of Time.” 
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